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Meeting of ICOH National Secretaries 

in connection with the XIX World Congress on Occupational Safety and Health, 

11–15 September 2011 Istanbul, Turkey

Date
12 September 2011, 12.45–14.05

Venue
Haliç Congress Centre, Press Briefing Room, Istanbul, Turkey

Present
Yucel Demiral, NS for Turkey


Abdeljalil El Kholti, Morocco


Elia Enriquez, NS for Mexico


Babacar Fall, NS for Senegal


Diana Gagliardi, Secretary for SC on OH and Development


Sergio Iavicoli, Secretary General, ICOH


Kazutaka Kogi, President, ICOH


Suvi Lehtinen, Vice Presient, ICOH


Jorge Morales, President of ICOH2012


Jorma Rantanen, Past President, ICOH
Topics discussed

1.
Welcome

Suvi Lehtinen, ICOH Vice President and Yucel Demiral, ICOH National Secretary for Turkey bid all participants warmly welcome to the meeting. The draft agenda was accepted, adding to the agenda the communication from the ICOH Secretariat.

2.
Introduction of participants

The participnats briefly introduced themselves.

3.
News from ICOH President 


Dr. Kazutaka Kogi reported on the results of the ICOH Mid-term Meeting that was held in Milan on 2-4 February 2011. He mentioned the two cornerstones of ICOH activities: the 35 Scientific Committees and the ICOH National Secretaries in the countries. He mentioned that The Committee on Ethics and Transparency has been in the process of revising the ICOH Ethical Code, and also National Secretaries have been approached by Peter Westerholm for their comments to the revised Code. After the comments have been received, they will prepare the final version to be distributed in Cancun, Mexico.

4.
News from ICOH Secretary General


Dr. Sergio Iavicoli described the membership situation of ICOH. Approximately 90% of the members are in good standing. He mentioned that the role of ICOH national Secretaries in the recruitment of new members to ICOH is crucial. In the discussion, the payment of membership fees was taken up. Especially from countries where people do not have credit cards the payment transfer even through the paypal system may prove difficult. It has been agreed with the auditors that up to 5 new membership payments can be compiled and paid at a time, including the names of the new members. Sergio Iavicoli promised to check whether some additional developments can be made.

5.
News from ICOH Vice-President

Suvi Lehtinen mentioned that ICOH now has a total of 61 National Secretaries. In some cases the process for appointing a National Secretary has taken a relatively long time. In September 2010, it was decided that an ICOH NS be also appointed in countries that only have a few ICOH members. This can be expected to lead to increasing ICOH membership, as one of the key tasks of ICOH National Secretaries is to keep contact among the ICOH members in the country and to attract and recruit new members. A one-page marketing leaflet defining the benefits of an ICOH member was prepared to help National Secretaries in their work. She told the meeting participants that a questionnaire was launched in September 2010 on occupational health services in the countries. A total of 42 countries had returned the questionnaire and she thanked all those who had already replied. She also encouraged those who had not yet replied to do so. The regional meetings of ICOH National Secretaries are well underway and the Latin American Region seems to have the most meetings in number. As the end of the current Triennium is at hands, all National Secretaries will be asked to send in a brief report of their activities during the Triennium. Suvi Lehtinen reminded of the ICOH regulation that National Secretaries can in general serve a maximum of two terms. She also wished that those National Secretaries stepping down will continue as resource persons for the newcomers.
6.
Reports of ICOH National Secretaries

Mexico - Elia Enriquez

Dr. Elia Enriquez told us that she has participated during the past year in a total of 5 meetings of ICOH National Secretaries informing together with Dr. Jorge Morales about the forthcoming ICOH2012. She has kept good contacts with the National Associations and works closely with them. As Dr. Enriquez has served two terms, she has initiated the election process for the new National Secretary.

Morocco - Abdeljalil El Kholti


Prof. Abdeljalil El Kholti mentioned that during the Health Care Workers' Conference, held in October 2010, a total of 57 new applications for ICOH membership were received. He asked about the process how ICOH members are accepted. The Secretariat asks for a brief CV which can also be in French. Prof. El Kholti promised to translate the one-page leaflet into French. He also informed the participants about a new Occupational Health Association in Morocco (MOHA).


Senegal - Babacar Fall

Dr. Babacar Fall informed that he had participated in the NS meeting held in Casablanca in connection with the Conference on Health Care Workers. He also mentioned about the African Occupational Health Conference, held in Johannesburg in August. There is also a Senegal Association for Occupational Health, and contacts to that are being created. A question was posed whether it will be possible to get the member lists from the Secretariat. Sergio Iavicoli told the participants that ICOH National Secretaries have access to the National Secretaries Virtual Office where they have the list of ICOH members in GS and NGS in their countries. Suvi Lehtinen promised to help in the process, if needed.

Turkey - Yucel Demiral


Dr. Yucel Demiral informed about the project entitled OSHnet. There have a couple of projects going on which deal with training and education. These projects have made it possible to discuss with young colleagues. Recently there have been 15 new applications for ICOH membership. Also in connection with the BOHS projects it has been possible to inform about ICOH activities. Jorma Rantanen reminded also that there are good occupational disease clinics that would good targets for member recruitment.
7.
ICOH Congress 2012 Advances

Dr. Jorge Morales and Dr. Elia Enriquez, Organizers of ICOH2012, briefed the participants about the current status of the forthcoming ICOH Congress. All Keynote Speakers have confirmed their attendance, as have the 30 Semi-Plenary Speakers, thus the programme is fixed. A total of 1,090 abstracts have been submitted. There will be more than 200 sessions throughout the week. Additional space has been reserved from the hotels close to the Congress Centre. The expected number of participants will be more than 2,000. The programme of the meeting will be rich in topics and different forms of activities.

8.
Other 

As there were no other issues, Suvi Lehtinen warmly thanked all participants and closed the meeting.
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